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Colony in Nova-Scotia, 


S Nothing tends more to 
the Welfare and Happineſs 
of a Nation, when Peoplin 

a Colony, than to be well- 
informed of the Nature, 
Produce, and Genius of the 
Climate, the Treatment and Encourage- 


ment of its firſt Settlers, and the Probabi- 


lity of encreaſing the Advantages, and ſur- 
mounting the Difficulties that muſt appear 
at firſt ſetting out; ſo IT think that a 
faithful Narrative of the Soil, Climate, 
and Produce of Nova-Scotia, in order 
to open the Eyes of thoſe who are ſo fond 
of Novelties, as to leave a well-cultivated 
Place, abounding not only with the Ne- 
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ceflaries, but likewiſe the Delicies of Life, 
for one quite different. - And in order to 
do this, I ſhall obſerve the Rule of Pytba- 
goras, upon the Door of whoſe School, was 
written this Inſcription in (Greek Characters, 
Let no Perſon enter this School without 
the Knowledge of Geograpby.” Then to 
begin with the Deſcription of Hallifax, the 
Capital of Nova- Scotia. It contains eight 
Streets in Length, as many in Breadth; and 
about 6000 Houſes. It lies in Latitude 430, 
in a cold Air, for which various Reaſons 
are aſſigned, vis. The freezing Eaſt Winds, 
which blow in the ſame Direction with the 
general Motion gf the Sea, ſtriking upon 
Cape Sable, propagate thro' the Strait that 
runs between the Pentnſula of Acadia, 
and the Continent ; the vaſt Number of 
Woods tending to make the Air damp and 
foggy; and theſe chilling by means of the 
Winds, that employ their fireceſt Breath 
from the Inſtant that they are driven from 
the Ice that lies towards the North Pole, 
and is more cold than the Parts which lye 
in the ſame Parallel of Latitude in Norway, 
and. Neva-Zembla, The Reaſon of this 
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300 | 
terrible Cold is, that the Land in North ' 
America is not ſo broad, not yet is it ſo 
far extended as that in the Northen Paris 
of Muſtovy, Tartary, and Norway. | 

The Infant Colony, have not yet be- 
gun to manure the Country, which on 
the 27th of June 1749, the Day of the 
Fleet, under the Command of Commodore 
Roaſt, arrived at it, was but one continued | | 
Wood, teaching in ſome Parts within two | 
Feet of the Water Mark. | 

The Trees at our Arrival were much 
taller than any ever I faw, either in England, 
or Scotland, both of which I have traverſed ; 1 | 
they are generally Pine, Birch, white \ | 
Beach, black Beach, which laſt, is a good' | | 
firm Wood, ſomewhat reſembling Malus“ 
gany, being a bard cloſe Timber, and {6 | 
firm, that if a Ball was to ſtrike upon it, | | 


if 
- 
1 


a. 


a Hole might be made; but the Timber. 
would not rend. There is Napple Wood, 
which reſembles pretty neatly the Euglih | 
Oak, but is more yielding and moiſt ;z and 
what Oak is there, lyes at a vaſt Diſtance 
up in the Country, There is a coarſe kind 
of Timber called Hemlock, which is uſed | 

for | 


[se 
for Firing, but makes ſuch a crackling and 
Noiſe, and diſperſes into ſo many Splinters 
as makes it diſagreeable and dangerous for 
Uſe ; but of them all the Pzne is the tal- 
leſt, and at the ſame Time thick; being 16 
Inches Diameter, very fit for making Maſts; 
ſeveral of which, were carried over to 
Port/mouth for that Purpoſe, in the Osborn 
Galley, Captain Appleton, Maſter, which 
was launched at Halifax, in Jul 1731. 

The Harbour at Hallifax, is a large 
Bay, that propagates from the Ocean for 
near an 100 Miles, between two Necks 
df Land, which lye five Miles from the 
Town. It is in ſome Places three Miles 
broad; the Sea abounds with Fiſh, ſuch as 
Mackrel, Eels, Haddecks, Flounders, and 
Hollow-butts, which laſt reſembles a Floun- 
aer, is very large, ſome weighing thirty 
Pound : 1s very good Eating, only re- 
quires a vaſt deal of Butter to make them 
reliſh The other Fiſh are larger than thoſe 
in the North of Scotland, and are fully ag 
delicious and palatable, But Cod which, 
abounds from the Beginning of May till 
the End of October, are only caught in the 
2 þ | Ocean 3 
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Ocean; are not ſo long as thoſe in Scotland, 
nor yet ſo firm, or ſo reliſhing, but agree + 
very well with the Salt, and are tranſported 
in great Quantities to Cadiz in Spain, where 
they are frequently fold by the Quintal, 
i. e. 112 Pound Weight for 1/. or a 
Guinea. There are ſome fine Salman about 
the Head of the Part called the Baſon, nine 
Miles from Hallifax, but theſe are vaſtly 
rare; I remember that upon our Arrival 
ſeveral of our People were ſickly, but the 
Fiſh made, and properly prepared with 
Broth, diffuſed ſo muſcilaginous and ge- 
nerous a 5 as in a ſhort time to render 
them perfectly whole; there are ſome Par- 
tridges, wild Duck, and wild Geeſe, which 
are as large and as delicious as ours; Eagles, 
Hawks, and Swans are far up in the Woods. 
Laſt Auguſt, when I left Hallifax, the 
Waods were for the Space of a Mile every 
way cut round it; while the Town and 
Suburbs extend along the Shore, about 
three Miles, where they are cloſed by the 
Woods. | 
There ars ſeveral Gardens, and Enclo- 
fures made in the Spaces that have been 
cleared, 


£8] 
cleared ; Potatocs Carrots, Turnips, Cab- 


bage, Peaſe and Beans: Onions, an 
Parſley have been ſown in chem; but a Ve- 


the SnoWS 3 and like a Scurvy, cover the 
Ground, and ſo ver) far from being acid, 
that there bas not been 4 Piece of Clay 
found thro all the Trac that has been. 


n | 
which one Crop appeared in October 17 50, 


and its not Joubted but the came may be 


"Laſt Summer ive Acres of Land were 
given to every one of ſixteen Perſons, who 


Th 


ſoon as poſſible; but really its my Opinion 
that ſeven Years will paſs before they can 


clear it of the Trunks of the Trees that 
have been cut. In a Word, I cannot in- 
dulge myſelf in any ſanguine Expectation 
a3 to the Succeſs of this New Colony, from 
the above Confiderations, and from others 
more terrible and diſcouraging, that now 
I begin to relate. CG 
About March the 2oth, the Spring begins 
to ſucceed a very ſharp and rigorous Winter, 


which laſts from about November the 1oth, 


for four Months and near an half, and 1s 
much more terrible,with dreadful Showers 
of Snow, that ſometimes continue viobent 
for two Days, and cover the Country, 
making the Ground three Feet higher than 
before. Theſe Showers come from all 
Points of the Compaſs, but thoſe which 
proceed from the N. W. and N. W. by 
N. are the moſt piercing, it beiag im- 
poſſible to endure them. If the Winter in 
Nova Scotia be as mild as it was terrible i 
Scotland in the Tear 1740, the Seaſon 


reckoned temperate and good. 


= Many 
Coat 
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Many unfortunate Prople died of Cold 
the firſt Winter after their Settlement. This 
indeed, may be imputed to the Want of 
Houſes, which only ſuch as could build 


were able to obtain; and to ſee the vaſt 


Flakes of Snow lying about the Tents of 
thoſe who had been accuſtomed to warm 
Fires about Newca/tle and London, was 
enough to move the Heart of Stone. 
Time would fail me to repreſent the 
diſmal Spectacle of Veſſels coming from 
Boſton in New England, having their Stern 
and Head, their Decks and Main-yard 
covered with Snow, and Pendules of Ice 
hanging upon the Ropes and Rigging, 


The Harbour is frozen from every Side, 
but the Ice terminates before it meets, 


leaving as much Space as to allow a ſmall 
Veſſel paſs to with Eaſe; but indeed, few 
viſit the Colony in time of thoſe Storms; 
and laſt Winter, a Loaf of Bread, con- 
taining three Pound eight Ounces, was ſold 
for Sixpence ; Beef ſells at Sixpence per 
Pound; Mutton at Seven-pence ; but 


Pork is a little more reaſonable ; the 


Method of buying theſe, is thus: The 
Creature 
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Creature is put alive into a Scale, with 
it's feet tied; and according to its Weight 
it is ſold, moſt frequently at Two-pence 
half-penny per Pound; the other Creatures 
are ſlaughtered in the Market-place, but 
moſt frequently ſuch as are capable chuſe 
to buy them on their Feet, and have 
them ſlaughtered at their own Houſes ;: 
With all theſe, as alſo Liquors, viz, Rum, 
Brandy, and Beer, they are ſupplied from 
New England ; which likewiſe furniſhes 
Fowls, and theſe are ſold at the following 
Prices: A Hen is fold at two Shillings and 
\ Sixpence ; a Gooſe at three Shillings and 
Sixpence ; a Duck at three Shillings ; and 
a Pint of Milk coſts one Shilling; the 
Hay, on which the Cowes feed, is brought 
from Boſton in New England. 

In a Word, if the Country were not ſup- 
plied with Fiſh, there would be no living 
for the Poor : Add to all this, that the 
Poor Inhabitants are under continual 
Alarms from the Indians, who are ſpirited 
up by the French, who have ſettled at 
Menis and Piſgel; they are made to be- 
lieve the ſtrangeſt Stories concerning the 

B 2 Engliſh, 
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Engliſh, and among other Things, that 
They, viz. The People of Great-Britain, 
“ murdered our Lord Feſus Chrift,” They 
are furniſhed by them with Muſkets, Han- 

gers, and large Knives, but no Bayonets, or 
Cannon. nor yet are they taught the Man- 
nual Exerciſe of regular Troops. The new 
Colony is terribly afraid of them ; for they 
come down about the Dawning of the Day, 
ſculk in the Buſhes, and there wait for 
their Prey; they are very dexterous and 


alert at Firing, and can frequently do Exe- 


cution at the Diſtance of 100 Yards; they 
come upon Houſes, which they alarm with 
their Shot; if they meet with Reſiſtance 
and a ſuperior Force, they fly to the 
Woods, and if purſued, like the Parthi- 
ans of old, they turn about and diſcharge, 
then ſhelter themſelves behind the Thickets, 
whence they let fly Volleys of Shot, and 
S10wers of Arrows. In October laſt, about 
eight of the Inhabitants of Hallifax, among 
whom was Mr. Brun, the Governor's 
Gardner, another of that Name, an Iriſb 
man, Bookeeper to Capt. Clappam, went 


to take their Diverſion; and as they were 


Fowling 


[ 13 ] 


Fowling, they were attacked by the Ja- 
dians,who took the whole Priſoners ;' ſcalp'd 
the Gardener with a large Knife, which 
they wear for that Purpoſe, and threw him 
into the Sea, whence he was caſt upon the 
Ground about eight Days after ; the other 
was deſtroyed, ſo far as never to be heard 
of ſince, The remaining ſix were con- 
ducted Priſoners to the French Settlement 
at Menis, where they - underwent great 
Hardſhips for want of proper Bed-cloaths, 

and the Neceflaries of Life, receiving no- 
thing in the Twenty-four Hours but alittle 
Barley Meal drained thro' the Water; and 
on Sunday were allowed a Piece of Beef 
without Salt. In this Condition they con- 
tinued five Months, till relieved. But before 
I quit this Part of my Narrative, it will not 
be forreign to my Purpoſe to give an Ac- 
count of their Manner of Scalping, that ſo 
the Reader may both have an Idea of the 
Savage, and barbarous Tempers of theſe in- 
human Cannibals, and at the ſame Time, 

be invited to ſet a proper Value upon a 
Country that is now civilized; and which 


before the Romans came into it, was a Pro- 
verb 
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verb, and Bye-Word, among the Nations ; 
for ſuch was their Brutality, that they 
would, like Lycaon, Kill and ſerve up their 
Lodgers at their voracius Entertainments. 
Theſe Indians chain the unfortunate 
Priſoner to a large thick Tree, and bind his 
Hands and his Feet, then beginning from 
the middle of the Craneum, they cut quite 
round towards the Neck; this being done, 
they then tear off the Skin, leaving the Skull 
bare; an Inflammation quickly follows, 
the Patients fevers, and dies in the moſt 
exquiſite Tortures, In this Situation was 
Poor Brown found, while his Comrades. 
were thought to have undergone the ſame 
Hardſhips, they not having been heard off, 
till accidentally ſome Butchers going up to 
Menis, to buy Cattle, got Intelligence of 
the Matter, and informed Governor Corn- 
walls ; he immediately wrote to the Com- 
manding Officer of a little Fort, belong- 
ing to Great-Britain, in the Neighbour- 
hood of Menis, and recommended to him 
to make Repriſals, to the Intent that the 
Engliſb Priſoners might be redeem'd, A 
Party was accordingly ſent out, and order'd 
to 
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to ſeize upon any of the Inhabitants of 
Menis they might meet with. The De- 
tachment having gone a little Way, came 
upon a French Prieſt as he was hunting 
in the Woods, laid hold of him, and con- 
ducted him to the Fort, whence he was 
ſent under a ſtrong Guard to Halliſax, 
where he was confined to the Governor's 
Houſe, but met with quite different Uſage 


from that which was given to our Country- 


men, 

The Governor directly wrote a Letter to 
the French Commander at Menis, demand- 
ing a Reſtoration of the Priſoners, and 
proftering to deliver up the Prieſt in their 
Room, which was complied with. 

Tho' this might ſerve to illuſtrate the 
the horrid Barbarity of the 1»dians, and to 
ſhew what little Confidence is to be put in 
our neighbouring Colony; yet, I have 
ſomething equally ſurpriſing to relate, On 
the 27th of May laſt, a Party of theſe In- 
dians ſurprized Dartmouth, a ſmall Town 
oppoſite to Hallifax, a little before four 
in the Morning ; they all at once ap- 
peared, fired thro' the Windows and Do, 

and, 
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and killed fifteen Perſons, including 
Women and Children; wounded ſeven, 
three of whom died in the Hoſpital ; fix. 
Men were carried away, and never heard 
of ſince. The Party quartered there, being 
alarmed by the Noiſe in the ee 
iaſtantly drawn up by Lieutenant Clark, of 
Colonel Warburton's Regiment, who com- 
manded there; they marched in haſte to the 
Indians, who diſcharged ſome Shot, killed a 
Serjeant dead upon the Spot, and wounded 
the ſuperior Officer in the Leg; the for- 
mer being very brave, run before the others, 
where he was attacked, and got ſeveral 
Wounds; his right Hand was cut off,and the 
Thumband Ring-finger of his Left-Hand ; 
he was miſerably mangled by their Hangers 
and Knives; three Soldiers were W 24. 
The Indians, after diſcharging one Volley 
run off with Precipitation, not waiting the 
Arrival of our Troops, and giving them 
an Opportunity of firing when juſt at their 
Breaſts with the Muzzle of their Guns, 
as the Commandant vainly imagined : 
They were not purſued for fear an Am- 
buſh, as the Officer gave out; tho' I am 


apt 
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apt to believe that his not purſuing, was 
rather owing to the little Confidence he 
had in the Troops over whom he com- 
manded ; and here, I proteſt, that inmy 
humble Apprehenſion, it's no good Policy 
to ſend raw and undiſciplined Forces, I 
mean Soldiers, who have not been accuſtom- 
ed with Battles, to make good ſuch de- 
ſperate Settlements; and I can well remem- 
ber what a poor Figure Col. Laſcelle's Re- 
giment, now ſtationed in Nove Scotia, 
made at the Battle of Preffon-pans in 1745 
but as this is too delicate a Point, I ſhall 
not further enlarge upon it. 

'Tis eaſy to imagine what a mighty Con- 
ſternation was raiſed in Hallifax, upon hear- 
ing the Report of the Guns about the Dan 
of the nem þ every one got up and 
run to the Beach, i. e. the Sea-Shore, while 
forty or fifty Men, twenty of whom were 
Grenadiers, were put on Board of three 
large Boats under the Command of Captain 
Murray, and Lieutenant Auchterlony ; their 
Paſſage was abundantly quick, but not fo 

uick as to intercept the Maroders, who had 


q 
plicd their Heels and eſcaped ; the Troops 
a followed 
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followed for ſome Miles into the Woods, 
but all to no Purpoſe. _ 

It was a diſmal Spectacle to behold the 
Huſband lying weltring in his Blood, and 
claſp'd in the Arms of his Spouſe ; nor 
leſs terrible to ſee the Spoule breathing her 
laſt, and repoſing her Head upon the Arm 
of her Huſband ; the weaned Child was 
lying dead in the Nurle's Arms, and the 
tucking Child ſtretched on the Breaſt of his 
Mother, 

During this Confuſion, the Lieutenant 
was carried over to Halliſax, and by pro- 

r Remedies in fix Weeks Time he was 
able to go abroad in an armed Chair, car- 
ried by twoSoldiers, and on the 5th of Au- 

gufl, when the Osborn Galley ſet Sail, he was 
| cable of walking upon Crutches. 
In the mean Time all imaginable Care 
was taken for Defence of Dartmouth ; 
the Command was reinforced, and they 
are now buſy in Walling in the Town 
after the Manner of Hallifax; i. e. Trees 
ot halt a Foot Diameter are driven into the 


Ground, | 
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Ground, and theſe again crofſed by others 
for rendering the Defence more ſecure, 
But, before I quit this Part, . I muſt 
trouble my Reader with the Account of 
a Boy of about eight Years of Age, whom 
I frequently have ſeen and converſed with 
at Mr. Orpin's Houſe in Halifax, whoſe 
Spouſe is a Scotch Woman, Upon the 
Morning of the 27th of May, when the In- 
dians made the Attack upon Dartmouth, 
the Boy's Father was one of the fix who, 
were carried away ; the Child who had 
been out of the way at the time of the Aſ- 
fault, miſſing his Father, went into the 
Woods in Queſt of him, and having gone 
too far, one of the Maroders ſeized upon 
him, and taking out a large Knife, 
held him while another ſcalped him, 
amidſt the moſt piercing Groans, and then 
made off leaving him as dead; here he con- 
tinued in this Situation till next Morning, 
when, being recovered a little, he knew not 
where he was, or where to go; however 
hearing the ſignal Gun at Hallifax, and 
then the Trevally, i. e. the Drums beat, 
he directed his Rout by the Sound, and 
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being but two Miles off, he came into the 
Town, where he exhibited, in his own Perſon 
as terrible a Spectacle as any I have been 
deſcribing. . The Mother of the Boy, with 
two other Children, one of whom ſucking 
upon the Breaſt, directly embarked in a Boat 
for Hallifax, and applied to the Governor, 
who aſſigned Mr. Orpinss Houſe as moſt 
convenient for one in his diſmal Situation, 
it adjoining to the Houſe of Mr. Grant, 
the Surgeon of the Place, who applied 
Linnen Clothes, plaiſter'd over with Greaſe; 
and afterwards covered with warm Flannels ; 
in this Situation he continued for a Month, 
and began to recover by degrees, to the Aſto- 
niſhment of all who ſaw him. 

I thought it my Duty thus far to oblige 
my Country with a faithful Narrative, in 
Order to prevent their being impoſed upon by 
a Parcel of News Writers, who trump up 
chimerical Stories, and publiſh them after- 
wards in Books, to the great Detriment of 
honeft Men; and ſo render for ever Miſer- 
able, ſuch as deſerve better of their Country, 


than to be enticed to go to a Place, whoſe 
chilling 


— 


chilling Colds in Winter muſt benumb the 
Senſes, and whoſe hazy and thick Foggs in 
Summer muſt raiſe Conſumptions, involve 
in Miſery, and an ill State of Health. 

Let then the Poſſeſſors of New England, 
ſo much enraged at the givipg up Cape 
Breton, that they threaten a Mutiny, people 
this New Colony, and ſtand upon the Defen- 
ſive for their own Preſervation ; but let not 
thoſe of O/dEngland,or even Old Scotland it- 
ſelf, expoſe themſelves to ſuch an unwhòle- 
ſome Climate, where Money is very ſcarce, 
and every Thing extreamely dear; where the 
Prices of Work are as great as in London, 
and where every Hour of the Day they may 


be in Danger of falling a Sacrifice to a robuſt, 


vigorous, and ſavage Set of Mortals, who 
are incenſed by a Party gptorallyEnemies 
to the _ Iſle, 
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